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ARMENIAN REFUGEES
'IN PITIABLE CONDITION
THOUS@S_ NEED' AID

LOI*!DGN Oc¢t.” 16.~=Phtrick W
Stevens, British conbul &t Batuam,
Russia, trans-Ca.ucaxia,, Teports the dr-
rival a.t Urumiah, Persia, and in-the
Cauca#us, of a la.rge nlimbér of. Ar-
menian réfugees, frmom - Asid Mirior.
They weré in a pitable cenditiét, Mr,
Stevens reported. They déclard trat|

‘Turkish tro6p8 have complétely rave
.aged- Sasun, 85 miles noftliwest of

Bitlis, which was thé scene 6f a mas«
sacre of Arfhaenians by Kurds in 1894,
killing a majority of the inhabitants
and the defendérs of thé town. Orly
a. handful fléd té the moiintaing, where
the refugees pay they a.ra dcrcme;d tc}
perish. ,

‘“The bls‘hop of Bagra, writing from
Echmiadzin, the seat of the patriarch’
of. Armenija, and the moﬂa.stery of
which is° the chiéf sanctuary of the:
Armenians, the consul says, Féports]
that a large number of refugees have'
arrived” there .and at othér points in-
the governmient- of PBrivant. They
come chiefly from the Mela.zghert and:
Ardesh districts, and Van. In all
160,000 refugees Hhave passed through
Igd:r and Echmiadzif.

The pitable condition of these: peo-a
ple, is indes¢ribable. The daily fmor-

‘tality ‘amorig them is about 160, dus,

chiefly, to dysentry and typhus. Med~
ical detachments from Rtssia dre atw
ténding them, but unlesd Immediate

.relief comes, ha,lt of the refugees will

die. s




