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-Condﬁct To_\}irards'!dttthn
Government Has Invited .
- Repressive Measures.

{Turk Wreaking Vengeance
Upon the Guilty and
- Innocent AliKe.

Constuntinople, Sept. 10/—By virt
{of & total suppression 6f hll news on

has succeeded In throwing| an impen-

Jetrable veil over its actigns towards

‘all Armenians, Nothing definite Is ob-

talnable in Constantinople |of the fate

of this peaple sut in the prpvinces, but
b1t is known . that  severd measures
| Planned agalnst the Armerjians in the

Ottoman capital were not |carried out

owlng to oblections of the German

rovernment, - R

& Concerning the RArmenlan affalr,

/| three separate notes were jjresented to

‘| the Ottoman government Hy the Ger-

.man ambassedor ad intefim, Prince

Hohenlohe-Langenburg. If| the Asso-

clated Press is rightly intobmed, these

notes had no far-reaching|effect, be-
ceuse under present condltions, the

Germen government has ben obliged

to act rather gently. Tur ey is still

the ally of Germany, and [thé Arme-
nians seem to have alisnatdd.the good
will of the German goverpment and
people to a conslderable | extent by
having made open cause wjth the en-
tente powers. Many of |them hbeve
joined the Russlan forces|near Van,
and at Zeltoun and Dort Jul they re-
volted against Turkish suthority. The
three notes referred to were but offi-
clal incldenta In weeks of ¢ndeavor to
persunde the [Turkish government to

‘take a more reasonable shd humane

view of the Armenlan affdir. One of

| the notes drew nttention tb the graat

injustice of meking all Armeénians suf-

fer for the acts of a few.
Tuork Is Adsmaontine.

‘| The Turkish governmenf, however,
seems to have remained asddmantine.
As already .stated, it has been im-

possible tb secure accuratk informa-

tion in the premlses. Turkibh officials
have either refused to discuss the sit-
uation, or heve placed all! blame on
the Armenians; these latter, on the
other hand, heve either refused to talk

have mssigned rll responsibility to the
Turks, A mass of irreconcllable state-
ments has been the reault, renging, on
the pert of the Turkish officials, from
the absurd claim that the Armenians
were belng well treated, to the assar-
tions of ‘Armenians that in Zeitoun,
Dort Jul and other places 50,060 Ar-
-menians had been massacred.

That the Turks| have in many in-
stances been gullty of needless sevar-
ity, and in some cases have permitted
barbarous acts) of violence, including
murder and rape, seems ‘“well estab-
lished. On the other hand, the Ar-

{telk and the.censorship would 7

ot the Ixfed Pres.) l
e

Jthe subject; the Turkish government.

for fear of belng also persecuted, or,

1 a0 :
menians in the Van countTy have beesn
sccusdd of aimllar exXcesses against

having power on their slde, have re-
pald such acts with ifberal interest, it
iz sald, In well-informed Constantino-
ple circles, ]
Wil Not Tallk.
Tt ennnot be sald that the nets of the
Turkish government in this cunneetion
have Tound the approbation of the ad-
vanced Turklsh classes in the eapiind,
who, for the greater part, ftavor o pol-
c¥ of conellintion, and some of whom
even.go 50 far as to advacate Lhe es-

| tablishment .of & separate Armenian

stale In Asie Minor under (he s0ver-
eignty of the Ottoman imperial govern-
ment, Meanwhlle the tendeney, of ihe
Ottoman government, to either deny
altogether that the Armenlans re bDu-
ing persecuted, or glve its sct & loo
obviously artificlal basls and ch racler,
would have but one result, nnmriy that
4t Is both mshamed andlefraid to let

made by the Assoclated Tress COTres-
pondent 1o throw some light |on ihe
Armenian sltuation resulied in fallure,
because the Turkish officials waould not

I‘Il Dgr-
mit the free meseags.of dispatéhes on
the subject.

Nevertheless 1t must h; sald that

the Armenlans are not blameléss., Di-
vested of all factore related |to the
national embltions of the Armenians
their conduct towards the Tunke and
the Ottoman government has |invited
‘congtantly measures of repredsipn. The
rlsing of Zeltoun, Dort Jul a 1d Van,
ond wholesale desertion of Armenian
soldiers to the allies on the allipold
peninsule, and to the Rusaians In Lhe
Caucnses, have turned the Turkis heart
Into stone in matters Armenion, he s
now wreaklng vengeance upen| guilty
and innocent alike,

Many Ramors Aflont,
Constantinople has for wesk
ite delly crop of Armenian rumadrs. One
of the most interesting of them
even the Sheik-ul-Islam hed priolested
2gRinet the excesses from which the
rmenians have suffered. Thete Is a
possibility that this is true, because
the Shelk-ul-Islam s & man of mod-
eration and Very progressive ten-
dencles.
It 1s msserted in Constantinddie that
the German government has for some
time, even at the beginning of the WAar,
taken & speclal interest in the fLrmen-
lans. The Germans feared frim the
very start of the war between Turkey
&nd the Entente that the Armenlans
would make an attempt to re-ed tablish
by force, thelr independence,

Prominent Armeniane were Informed
that Germany would continue, ay d even
inerease, its benevolent intereat| in the
race, if 2 reasonable attitude wak taken
during the war. For & time .ihe In-
fluence of the men who had béen In.
trusted with the dissemination |of this
promise had the desired resulf. But
last January and ‘February, mre es-
peclally In March and Aprll, when the
allies hed begun to attack the Dar-
<denelles in real earnest the services
of those intermediaries ceased| to be
of value. Exaggerated reports [of En-
tente victories infAamed the imagina-
tion of the Armenlans, and !n many
parts they rose in revolt.

What hae happened since then|is still
an unwritten chapter. No NEeWgPDRDEr-
men are allowed to vislt the dffected
districts and reports from ‘these are
altogether unreliable. The reticknce of
the Turklsh government canrot be
looked upon as e good algn, hgwever,
especially when viewed In the 1 ght of

what the German government has been
obliged to do.

——

the Turkish population, and the Turls, |

the truth be known, The many allempls.



