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WWII Resister Gisela Dewees is Out of Step, but not out of touch

What can one person do when he or she believes that the powers that be are suddenly out of

control? What can one person do when the practices and policies of the government are not

in line with what personal faith and moral action demand? Out of Step: my young life as a

resister in Nazi Germany is a new book from DeForest Press that confronts this dilemma.

Not all Germans acquiesced to the power and terror of Hitler and the Third Reich. Not all

Protestants were, as Hitler once remarked, “insignificant little people, submissive as dogs, and they sweat with

embarrassment when you talk to them.” A few stood up because they believed their faith—and their very

lives—demanded it. Gisela Dewees was the teenage daughter of Pastor Wilhelm Harnisch, an active member with

those who opposed Hitler’s state church. This is the story, told by Gisela, as she matured into womanhood and

struggled with her family to do what was right rather than what was safe. This is the story of a family who knew

what it was in the 1930s and 1940s to be Out of Step in Germany.

“This is a well-written and haunting memoir that conveys how Nazism affected the personal lives of those who

opposed it. A fascinating figure, Pastor Wilhelm Harnisch was a stubborn opponent of the Nazi regime and its

church allies, and suffered the consequences of that throughout his ministry. Gisela Dewees's account of her

father's actions and her own life gives the human, personal side of this important period of history.”

Victoria Barnett, Coeditor, Dietrich Bonhoeffer Works, English edition

Gisela Dewees has kept in touch with those who have no voice since coming to the United States after WWII.

Among her many positions, she was appointed by the governor as a member of the New York State Commission

for Human Rights and served as a board member of the World Affairs Council, a group that worked with world

hunger and the United Nations. She also cofounded the Committee of Concern, Broome County, to educate and

promote concern in areas of peace, civil liberties, and the cessation of the nuclear arms race. She was cofounder

and publicity chairman of the William C. Moore Chapter of CORE (Congress of Racial Equality). Bill Moore, her

friend, was murdered in Gadsen, Alabama, the first white victim of the Civil Rights Movement. Ms. Dewees

currently resides in New Jersey.

For more information about OUT OF STEP, Gisela Dewees, or DeForest Press,
contact Dick Erickson toll-free at 877-441-9733.

Books available for $19.95 at www.DeForestPress.com, Amazon.com, or through Baker & Taylor.
Out of Step by Gisela Dewees, 6x9, 286 pages, ISBN 1930374127, $19.95. Pub date: 1/1/05


